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Advertising 


President Al Arrison KB2AYU Antennas 


Vice President Harry Bryant AA2WN 

Treasurer Jim Simeone KC2AOF 
Recording Sec. John Schumacher KB2VXC 
Corres. Sec. John Fisher K2JNF 


Directors 
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Banquet 
Budget * 
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Walt Seitz, Jr. KB2JCG 


Hamfest * 


Help 
Hospitality * 


Ray Martin WB2LNR 


Publicity * 
Repeaters * 


GCARC.:. Meetings 


General Membership: 


Sunshine 
Technical 


8 p.m., 1st Tuesday every month, 
Gloucester County Library, 389 Wolfert Station 
Rd., Mullica Hill, NJ. 


Board of Directors: 


8 p.m., 3rd Wednesday every month, 
GCARC site, Harrison Twp. 4-H Grounds 
(approximately one mile south of Mullica Hill 
onRt. 77). 


1998 Committee Chairperson 


™ 
4-H Parking 


Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 


ARES/RACES 


Callbook Info. 
Clubhouse Site * 
Constitution * 


Bob Krukowski KR2U Crosstalk 
Chuck Colabrese WA2TML 

Jack Stauffer, Jr. KA7LAX Data Processing 
Sam Zeola KB2ZK| ox 

John Lloyd KA2EZN Field Day * 


Stu Cleveland N2WUP Legislation 
Mel Sulzburgh W2NM Membership * 
Tony KG2MY Nets 


Nominations 


Scholarships 
Special Services 
Special Events 


Training & Testing 


Chic 
John 
Bob 


NETS 


ARES/RACES - Sundays, 2200 Hrs 
(147.780/180 & 223.06/224.66 Repeaters) 


KB2COB 
K2JF 
KG2MY 
KA2EZN 
KA7LAX 
KN2U 
N2YIO 
AA2BN 


WB20YQ 
KB2EUA 
KA7LAX 
WA2USI 
K2JF 
KR2U 


10 Meter - Sundays following the 
Club Repeaters ARES/RACES net (28.350 Mhz) 


147.780/180 Mhz  223.06/224.66 Mhz 
447.100/442.100 Mhz (CTCSS 131.8) 


The general membership meeting location 
will change to the Gloucester County li- 
brary on the first Tuesday of the month, 
beginning January 6, 1998. 


The library is located at 389 Wolfert Sta- 

tion Road, Mullica Hill, NJ, approximately 

one-eighth of a mile north of the intersec- 

tion of Rts. 45 and 322 in Mullica Hill (above 

the Harrison House Restaurant in the 
hopping center). 


es ed 
FROM THE DATABASE 


Hope everyone and their families 
had happy holidays and the begin- 
ning of a great New Year. With the 
new year | have taken on the func- 
tion of the club’s data processing 
manager. 


As my predecessors have said 

many times, if you have any 

changes in any aspect of your club 

data, let me know so | can keep 

your records up to date. If you 

move and don't tell me, you'll get Crosstalk long 

after the club meeting due to the Post Office for- 

warding it to your new address. So keep me 

posted. As the commercial says, "My inquiring 
mind wants to know." 

Continued next page... 


es 
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y New Year 


Please take a moment and log into the 
the club’s webpage or send me an e- 
mail with your address. | thank those 
who have responded and look forward 
to receiving many more. 


We need this information so members 
are kept informed of all the club activi- 
ties and provided with all club publica- 
tions. 


The club’s webpage address is http:// 
users. snip.net/~gradywhite. My e-mail 
address is gradywhite@snip.net 


Tks, John, KB2VXC 


AZERBAIJAN, 4J. Yannick, F6FYD, will be QRV a 
4JOFR until January 6. QSL via F6AJA. 
ANTARCTICA. 8J1RL is QRV from Syowa Base on| 
Ongul Island, on 40, 20 and 15 meters, using most 
CW. QSL via the JA bureau. NEPAL, 9N. Brad, 
KV5V, will be QRV from the QTH of 9N1ARB dur- 
ing his January 1 to 12 operation. He will operate 
using CW and RTTY on 80 to 10 meters. There will 
not be any newer band operations. QSL to home 
call. AZORES, CU. Matt, DL3KUD, will be QRV a 
CU1/DL3KUD from Santa Maria Island, |OTA EU- 
003, from December 29 to January 7. He plans to operate on the lower HF and 
newer bands. He will use mostly CW, with some RTTY operations. This will be} 
his first time using RTTY. QSL via the DL bureau. KERGUELEN ISLAND, FT/X. 
Helios, F6IHY, is QRV for six months as FT5XN on 40, 17,15, 12 and 10 meters. 
QSL via FEPEN. SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS. HFOPOL will be QRV from the} 
Polish Antarctic station on Admiralty Bay, King George Island. The new opera- 


Jn SLemorium 


We're sorry to have to re- 
port on the death of 
Frank Ritter, K2ZUUY, 
one of the founding mem- 


bers of our Club. 


. We also wish to express 
our condolences to Stu 
Cleveland, N2WUP, on 
the death of his mother. 


Tks Miriam, KB2EUA. 


tor is Stanislaw, SP3BGD. He will be active mostly on CW and RTTY. QSL via 


Honey, SP3SUN. THAILAND, HS. Mirek, VK3DXI, is QRV until August 1998 as HSO. 
VK3DXI, using CW and SSB on 40 to 10 meters. He hopes to receive permis- 

I Built sion to use RTTY on 160 and 80 meters. QSL via DL4DBR. LEBANON, OD. 
Gaby, OD5NJ, has been showing up on 17 meters around 1300z. QSL via 


eam! 
_@ Beam! operator’s instructions. FERNANDO DE NORONHA ISLAND, PYOF. Tanimoto, 


PYS8IT, will be QRV until December 30 as PYOFT from the QTH of PYOFF, using} 
SSTV on 20 and 15 meters. QSL to home call. EGYPT, SU. SUOERA has been 
QRV on 20 meters around 1300 to 1500z. QSL via SU1ER. FALKLAND IS- 
LANDS, VP8. Chris has been QRV as VP8CXB on 20 and 15 meters using SSB. 
QSL via GOTQJ. CAMBODIA, XU. Harv, XU2FB, is QRV from his new home in| 
Phnom Penh. You will find him currently active on 20, 15 and 10 meters around 
1300 to 1600z. He hopes to be active on 80 and 40 meters soon. QSL via N4JR. 


This is a story about a man 
named John, who tied up the 
study in his house with a beam 
from Arizona. My wife was never 
so supportive of my hobby as 


she was the day the beam went 
out the door and up onto the roof. 


| decided to try the Raibeam 6- 
meter, 2-element monoband 
beam, which was reviewed in 
QST. It sits on a 2-foot boom with 
9-foot elements and can be 
turned by a lightweight rotor. 
Throwing all concerns of TVI 
aside, | ordered the beam and 
prepared my work space. When 
the antenna arrived, | inspected 
the components and found them 
well made and the instructions 
sufficient in detail. 


The assembly went well until | 
discovered that the wrong 
clamps were sent to hold the el- 
ements together. | contacted the 
manufacturer and they sent out 
the proper size for my beam. | 


Tnx ARRL, DX425 Report, tnx K2JF. 73, K2JF, John M. Fisher 


completed assembly and was 
ready for installation. My wife 
cheered as | climbed the roof and 
mounted the antenna, but | real- 
ized that | had no compass and 
decided to use my natural in- 
stincts to determine north. | must 
confess that | was almost 90 de- 
grees off! 


The antenna’s performance has 
been excellent, living up to the 
manufacturer’s claims and would 
be an excellent beam for field day. 


73, John, KB2VXC 
gg0g000000000000 
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ELMER TO THE RESCUE 


| wanted to write a follow- 
up article on all the help 
that | received with my 6- 
meter beam. | had 
many questions about 
my beam construction, 
rotor selection and instal- 
lation. The information 
provided by many members of the 
Gloucester County Club was fantastic!!! 


| was told where the best lightweight ro- 
tor could be found, how much space 
there should be between my vertical 
and the beam, coordinating the stop 
postion of the rotor so it would not pre- 
vent tuning in DX and preventative 
measures to prolong the life of the 
beam. | also had members lend per- 


Continued next page... 


- Database, cont... 


If you have an E-mail address, | 
want it. E-mail has become a hot 
topic at the last few club meetings 
for a variety of reasons. One of 
which is that it is very easy to send 
someone information at any time 
from anywhere provided that you 
have a computer and an E-mail 
account. 


When the next club roster comes 
out, it will be formatted differently 
in order to include E-mail ad- 
dresses that | have in the data- 
base. 


How can you get in touch with me? 
My home phone is 566-1421. The 
call is KA2DOT, and | hang out on 
the 2 meter repeater. Here’s my 
E-Mail address: 
KA2DOT@IX.NETCOM.COM 
and if you go to the club website 
and sena in changes that way, it is 
linked directly over to my address. 
Last but not least, | go to the club 

_ meetings. One last item, when you 
give me the newinformation, also 
give me the old info that is being 
replaced. That minimizes my 
chances of a mistake. 


73’s and see you at the meeting. 


Art, KA2DOT 


i 


Many thanks to Paul 
Carr, KB2TKV, for do- 
nating stamps for the 
mailing of Crosstalk! 


fttention Technicians 


The 6-meter band has been showing signs of life through the early 
day of December. The band has opened up regularly into various 
parts of Florida, Alabama, the Carolinas, Nebraska, Kansas and 


Canada. Stations in Alaska 
and Greenland were heard 
on 12/10/97. There was a 
DXpedition station, C6AIE, 
heard from the Bahamas 
and plans for a DXpedition 
to Malaysia, 9MOC, from 
Febuary 12 to the 23. 


When the band opens up, 
you do not need more than 
10 watts and a dipole an- 


tenna. The January VHF contest is approaching and a great way 
to sample the “magic band.” 


Contact Tony, KG2MY, or just show up and join the fun at the club 


site. 


73, John, KB2VXC 
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KB2COB 
WA2GFK 
KB2AYU 


N2WFA 
KB2EUVA 
WB2ONY 
N2IMK 
W2LYL 
KB2YJB 
KC2ARS 


happy Birthday to the 
following GCARC 
members for the month 
of January: 


First 


CHARLES NAYLOR 
JOHN MULLENS JR 
DONALD TANGUARY 
ROBERT LAYTON 

JOE DINOVI 

ALAN ARRISON 
FRANK STEIDLE 
MIRIAM KRAVITZ 
JOHN FAHEY 
FRANCIS WALLACE JR 
LOIUS JOSEPH 
WILLIAM HUNSINGER 
DEBORAH TREDINNICK 


Hello and Happy New Year to all. Let me 
introduce myself. My name is Alan 
Arrison, KB2AYU, and | am President of 
the GCARC for 1998. | have been a ham 
since 1986 and a Club member for 10 
years. | have been the Club Treasurer for 
the past 3 years and was also Crosstalk 
editor for a year. | live in the little town of 
Ewan, only a mile or two from the GCARC 
clubhouse. | hold a General class license 
and prefer some of the more specialized 
areas of ham radio like satellites, micro- 
waves, and high-speed packet. 


Though I've never thought of myself as 
“presidential material,” I'll do my best for 
the Club in the coming year. I’m sure | 
will not be able to match the countless 
hours Bob Krukowski, KR2U, has spent 
over the last 2 years. At least | will have 
plenty of help from this year’s excellent 
board of directors. Most of them are con- 
tinuing from last year, (including Bob!), 
albeit in different positions. 


The 1998 Officers and Directors for the 
GCARC are as follows: 


President - 

Al, KB2AYU (Treasurer last 3 years) 
Vice President - 

Harry, AA2WN (new to the board) 
Treasurer- 

Jim, KC2AOF (Corresponding Secretary 
last year) 


Elmer, cont... 


sonal items and visit the shack to help 
complete the project. | will not mention 
call signs because | might leave some- 
body out, but the purpose of this story 
is to thank and encourage others to ask 
if you need help ..... 


73. Jonn, KB2VXC 


Recording Secretary - 

John, KB2VXC (continuing from last year) 
Corresponding Secretary - 

John, K2JF (held this position many pre- 
vious years) 

Three-Year Directors - 

Bob, KR2U (President last 2 years); 
Chuck, WA2TML (long time director) 
Two-Year Directors - 

Jack, KA7LAX (Vice President last year); 
Sam, KB2ZKI (continuing as director) 
One-Year Directors - 

John, KA2EZN (continuing as director); 
Walt, KB2JCG (continuing as director) 
Trustees - 

Ray, WB2LNR; Mel, W2NM; Tony, 
KG2MY; Stu, N2WUP 


You, the membership of the GCARC, 
elected the board of directors listed above 
to look out for the interests of the Club, 
financial and otherwise. When making 
decisions the board considers input from 
the general membership and the board 
members themselves. It then carefully 
weighs all factors, some not so appar- 
ent, before bringing a proposal to the 
membership. 


So, if you have any suggestions (or criti- 
cisms) regarding the Club, be sure to dis- 
cuss them with a board member; that’s 
what we’re here for. But be prepared to 
help make a suggestion a reality or be a 
part of the solution to a problem. 


This year I'd like to keep the business to 
a minimum and maximize the fun. After 
all, this is a hobby not a full time job! | 
think the Clubhouse should be the focal 
point of the club. A lot of work by many 
members has gone into it over the years. 
Now that we have some top- shelf equip- 
ment in place we need to finish what is 
necessary to make the Clubhouse more 
accessible and user-friendly for all club 
members! Lets all pitch in to make it a 
place we can be proud of! 


| will be going down the list of Committee 
Chairpersons and looking for volunteers 
to fill some of the vacant positions. | want 
to thank Art, KA2DOT, for taking Data- 
base and Jim, KC2AOF, for taking Mem- 
bership. A very important position that 
needs to be filled ASAP is Crosstalk 
Editor. Greg Potter, WN2T, is stepping 


4. 


down after 3 years of not only editing 
Crosstalk, but also printing, collating, fold- 
ing, stapling, labeling, stamping and 
mailing it! Did | mention that Greg is also 
Scholarship Chairman? In short, the club 
owes Greg a big debt of gratitude for a 
job well done! 


So as not to scare off any candidates for 
the position, let me say that the editor is 
not expected to do the entire paper on 
their own. Crosstalk is your newsletter 
folks. Let your fellow members know what 
you are up to. Have you built or bought a 
new antenna? Have you fixed up an old 
rig or bought a new one? Are you on a 
new mode or working some choice DX? 
It doesn’t necessarily have to be about 
ham radio. Let’s hear about it! 


Don't forget our new general membership 
meeting time and place! We will be meet- 
ing the first Tuesday of the month, Janu- 
ary 6, 1998, starting at 7 p.m., at the new 
Gloucester County Library. The Library 
is located at Route 45 and Wolfert Sta- 
tion Road in Mullica Hill. It is about a 
quarter-mile north of the Harrison House 
Restaurant and just south of the Heri- 
tages’ Dairy Store. If you need more di- 
rections, “talk-in” will be on the Club 2- 
meter repeater. 


| think everyone is going to like the ex- 
cellent facilities, and you can even bring 
the family along and let them browse the 
Library while you attend the meeting! 


73 and CU there, Al KB2AYU 


Congratula- 
tions to Jose 
Eo. pe 2.55 
WB20OZE, the 
recipient of 
the 1997 Milt Goldman 


Award! The award is given 
yearly to a club member 
who over the years has 
given unselfishly of their 
time and talent for the good 


of the GCARC. 


such a member. 


Jose IS 


It's that time again, Time to renew 
your membership in the GCARC, 
Full membership for the year is 
still only $15.00, Renew early - by 
mail, or see the Club Treasurer, 
Jim, RC2A035, at the meeting. 


This month, the weekend of the 17-19, is the ARRL 
January VHF Sweepstakes. The GCARC club sta- 
tion, W2MMD, will be on the air, for the contest, at 
the Clubhouse. Stop out to observe, do some log- 
ging, or make some contacts! 


The KB2AYU 1.2 Ghz “experimental” repeater has 
been on the air from my home in Ewan for about 4 
months now and is working very well. It consists of a 
standard 144 Mhz repeater from Hamtronics along 
with a 1.2 Ghz low-noise receive converter, transmit 


converter, and power amp from SSB Electronics. 


The duplexers are from Wacom and the antenna is 2 14.8 dbi 
gain vertical from Comet. There is approximately 18 watts at 
the antenna, which is about 100 feet above average terrain. 


The repeater output is on 1284.4 Mhz and the input is down 12 
Mhz on 1272.4 Mhz. | will be trying different configurations and 
possibly a better location to improve performance in the coming 
year. The only other person on so far is Mike, N2SRO. I will be 


monitoring. 


QST de WIAW 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington, CT 
December 19, 1997 


MIREX chief Dave Larsen, N6CO, 
reports that an announced 
crossband “experiment” involving 
Mir has been abandoned for now 
because of interference on 145.800 
and 145.550 MHz. The crossband 
test was to have begun December 
1 and was to have involved a 70 cm 
uplink and a 2-meter downlink. US 


73, Al, KB2AYU 


astronaut Dave Wolf, KC5VPF, has 
been on 145.985 MHz FM simplex 
from the Russian space station, but 
only occasionally. 


A space walk at the end of Decem- 
ber will check and—if necessary— 
repair the 2-meter/70-cm antenna 
that might have been damaged dur- 
ing a space walk in November. The 
Kenwood TM-733 aboard Mir has 
been connected to the spacecraft’s 
SAFEX repeater antenna. 
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A new KAM duai® * 


mode packet ra- 
dio terminal 
node controller 
(TNC) that was 
recently sent to 
Mir from the 
MIREX team 
was tested on 
board Mir recently. 


The new TNC supports both 1200 
and 9600 baud connections, and has 
a message buffer size of 100 kilo- 
bytes—substantially larger than that 
of the TNC previously in use. Until a 
suitable cable can be wired up and 
installed, however, 9600 baud com- 
munications will not be available. 


US astronaut Andy Thomas, 
KD5CHF, is training in preparation to 
replace Wolf aboard Mir in January. 
Thomas will be the last US astronaut 
stationed aboard Mir. 


Suggest everybody take a 
look at Page 93 of January 
QST. Here the FCC an- 
nounces that they will be 
starting NEW FORMS as of 
January 1, 1998 and that the 
new forms will BE MANDA- 
TORY. Also, a reminder that 
the new Safety Certification 
system also goes into effect. 


Tks, John, K2)F 


Crosstalk 


SUNDAY 


Jan. 4 


20:00 
ARES/RACES 
20:30 

10 mtr Net - 
28.350 Mhz 


Jan. 11 
20:00 
ARES/RACES 
20:30 
10 mtr Net - 
28.350 Mhz 


Jan. 18 
20:00 
ARES/RACES 
20:30 
10 mtr Net - 
28.350 Mhz 


Jan. 25 


20:00 
ARES/RACES 
20:30 

10 mtr Net - 
28.350 Mhz 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 


GCARC 
General 
Membership 
Meeting 
20:00 


SATURDAY 


Jan. 3 
GCARC 10-mtr 
Net, 0800, 28.350 


Jan. 10 


GCARC 10-mtr 
Net, 0800, 28.350 


Jan. 17 


GCARC 10-mtr 
Net, 0800, 28.350 


Jan. 24 


GCARC 10-mtr 
Net, 0800, 28.350 


Jan. 31 


GCARC 10-mtr 
Net, 0800, 28.350 


